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This thesis reports extensive investigation into the potential interactions 
between G-protein coupled receptors (GPCRs) in the ghrelin receptor family. 
Interactions between GPCRs can result in the formation of novel 
pharmacological receptors with altered functional outcomes and may 
represent potential new targets for the development of more specific 
therapeutic drugs. Prostate cancer is the second most common cause of 
cancer-related deaths in Western males. There is an urgent need for improved 
adjunctive therapies and markers for this disease. This project aimed to 
identify interactions between the ghrelin receptor, GHS-R1a, a truncated 
ghrelin receptor isoform, GHS-R1b, and the related zinc receptor, GPR39, 
and the potential for functional outcomes in prostate cancer. 
 
